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sweep the world. Independence Day is,
therefore, a time of tremendous pride and
inspiration for all Americans.

This year, we have added cause for cele-
bration as Independence Day coincides with
the 500th anniversary of Christopher Co-
lumbus’s first journey to the Americas. The
Columbus Quincentenary likewise recalls
courage in the face of the unknown, and
as we look to the future of the United
States, we are heartened by the example
and the achievements of the many pioneers

and patriots who have gone before us. The
continued preservation of our freedom will
require no less industry and resolve on our
part, and on this occasion, I offer a special
salute to American service members every-
where, who are helping to chart they way
to a safer, more peaceful world.

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes
to our fellow Americans for a safe and en-
joyable Independence Day.

GEORGE BUSH

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Federal
Labor Relations Authority
July 1, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 701 of the

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public
Law 95–454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have the
pleasure of transmitting to you the Thir-
teenth Annual Report of the Federal Labor

Relations Authority for Fiscal Year 1991.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
July 1, 1992.

Statement on Maryland Welfare Reform
July 1, 1992

I am pleased that my administration has
approved Maryland’s request for welfare
waivers. This will allow Maryland to put in
place a new system of incentives for welfare
recipients to make sure their children re-
ceive necessary health care and attend
school.

Pregnant women receiving welfare would
be required to obtain regular prenatal care
or not receive a special additional allowance.
Families with young children receiving wel-
fare would be required to obtain preventive
health care for their children. This prenatal
and preventive health care is available with-
out cost to these families through the Med-
icaid program.

Maryland’s reforms also create incentives
for parents to make sure their children at-
tend school. Welfare parents who behave
responsibly and fulfill these requirements
would receive higher payments than those
who fail to see to the health care and edu-
cation of their children.

While some are talking about welfare re-
form, we are helping to make it happen.
Reform is taking place from the bottom up,
with the States constructively serving as lab-
oratories of democracy. My administration
will continue to work with Maryland and
other States in reforming our welfare
system.
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